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Southeast District Office 
2195 Front Street 
Logan. Ohio 43138-9031 
(614) 385-8501 

Richard F Celeste 
Governor 

Karch 13, 1990 RE: SATRA CONCENTRATES 
JEFFERSON COUNTY 
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE/ 
PRE-PERKLT INSPECTION 
NPDES OID00037*BD/ 
OH0041190 

^PA Region 5 Records Ctr. 

Mr. Louis DiPaolo, Plant Manager 
Satra Concentrates 
P. O. BOX 536 =^"^29 
Steubenville, Ohio 43952 

Dear Sir: 

On January 17, 1990, accompanied hy you, I Inspected the Satra 
Concentrates fac i l i ty for the purpose of renewing I t s NPDES 
Permit OID00037*BD which expired on May 14, 1983, The renewal 
application for this permit was received June 16, 1983 (Form 1). 
Form 2C for the application was received December 31, 1986 In the 
Ohio EPA, Southeast District Office. 

The faci l i ty i s not manufacturing at this time and has been 
closed indefinitely, however, ferrous chromium i s being recovered 
from the existing slag pi les at the facility. A Bulljig i s being 
used to separate the metalic ore from the slag waste. 
Approximately 12-18 persons are employed at the facil i ty. During 
the inspection, the following observations were made: 

1. The Bulljig unit sedimentation/recirculation p i t i s s t i l l 
Inadequate despite the improvements which have been made. 
During the inspection, the wastewater in the p i t was 
observed to be overflowing and leaching through a gravel 
roadway into an open drainage channel, flowing through a 
series of 4 small sediment pools and discharging directly 
to Cross Creek. 

Significant improvements must be made to the Bull j i g ' s 
sediment recirculation impoundment in order to eliminate 
the above noted discharge. I recommend the pi t be lined 
and sized appropriately in order to retain a l l the 
necessary process water. Please inform this office (in 
writing) within 14 days of the steps which will be taken to 
correct the above noted deficiencies. Your explanation 
should be detailed and include anticipated dates for 
completion of major construction phases. 
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The s a n i t a r y wastewater t r ea tmen t p l a n t was o r i g i n a l l y d e s i g n e d 
t o se rve approximate ly 300 p e r s o n s . The f a c i l i t y now on ly 
employs approximate ly 18 p e o p l e . The s a n i t a r y wastewater p l a n t 
i s g r o s s l y under loaded and has not r ece ived the p r o p e r 
maintenance f o r q u i t e some t ime. Ta l l duck weeds were p r e s e n t i n 
t h e a e r a t i o n tank and comple te ly covered the c l a r l f l e r . Al though 
t h e blower was f u n c t i o n a l , i t i s manually turned on and o f f 
r e p o r t e d l y about two t imes p e r week. Despi te the low f low t h e 
p l a n t r e c e i v e s , t h i s I s not adequate opera t ion f o r p r o p e r 
wastewater t r e a tmen t . 

During the p a s t few y e a r s , moni to r ing frequency r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 
NPDES Permi t s have Inc rea sed and t h i s w i l l be r e f l e c t e d i n y o u r 
renewed NPDES Permi t . In l i g h t of the f a c t i t i s d i f f i c u l t f o r 
Sa t r a Concent ra tes t o ope ra t e and mainta in the s a n i t a r y 
wastewater t rea tment f a c i l i t i e s and moni tor ing r e q u i r e m e n t s w i l l 
be g r e a t e r than you a r e c u r r e n t accustomed t o , i t may be 
advantageous f o r you t o c o n s t r u c t a s e p t i c t a n k / l e a c h f i e l d 
system and d i s c o n t i n u e the use of the e x i s t i n g s a n i t a r y 
wastewater t r ea tment p l a n t . A s e p t i c t ank / l each f i e l d system 
would not r e q u i r e the f requen t a t t e n t i o n as does an extended 
a e r a t i o n t r ea tmen t p l a n t . Sampling of the e f f l u e n t d i s c h a r g e 
a l s o would not be nece s sa ry because the leach f i e l d would no t 
have a d i s c h a r g e . I f you dec ide a s e p t i c t a n k / l e a c h f i e l d sys tem 
would be more economical ly f e a s i b l e fo r Sa t ra Concen t r a t e s t o own 
and o p e r a t e , p l e a s e c o n t a c t me a t t h i s o f f i c e f o r t h e n e c e s s a r y 
r e q u i r e m e n t s . I f you i n t e n d t o cont inue use of t h e ex tended 
a e r a t i o n package t r ea tmen t p l an which se rves Sa t r a C o n c e n t r a t e s 
f a c i l i t y , s i g n i f i c a n t ope ra t i on and maintenance Improvements must 
be made t o ensure the p l a n t i s func t ion ing c o r r e c t l y . 

I f you have any q u e s t i o n s o r comments, p l e a s e c o n t a c t t h i s 
o f f l c e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Steve Alspach 
D i s t r i c t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
P e r m i t s Sec t ion 

SA:dm 

c c : Mike Moschel l , DSHWM, SEDO 


